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PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
 

Four Keys To Enjoying People 
 
1.  Be Grateful for the God in People. 
 
Php 1:3 NLT  Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 
 
Background: Acts 16 
 
Act 16:20-30 NLT  "The whole city is in an uproar because of these Jews!" they shouted 
to the city officials.  "They are teaching customs that are illegal for us Romans to 
practice."  A mob quickly formed against Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered 
them stripped and beaten with wooden rods.  They were severely beaten, and then they 
were thrown into prison. The jailer was ordered to make sure they didn't escape.  So the 
jailer put them into the inner dungeon and clamped their feet in the stocks.  Around 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening.  Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken 
to its foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner 
fell off!  The jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners 
had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself.  But Paul shouted to him, "Stop! Don't 
kill yourself! We are all here!"  The jailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon and fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas.  Then he brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?" 

 
Lesson #1:  Remember the best, and forget the rest. 
 
Php 1:5 NLT  for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about 
Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 
 
2.  Practice positive praying.  
 
Php 1:4 NLT  Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 
 
Lesson #2: The quickest way to change a relationship from bad to good is to start 
thanking God in prayer for them. 
 
 

Php 1:9-11 NLT  I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that 
you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding.  For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives 
until the day of Christ's return.  May you always be filled with the fruit of your 
salvationτthe righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christτfor 
this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 
What to pray for others: Pray they will . . . 
(vs. 9)  Pray that they will grow in love.  
 
(vs. 10a) Pray that they make wise choices. 
 
(vs. 10b) Pray that they will do the right thing. 
 
(vs. 11) tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ 
 
3. Be patient with their progress.  
 
Php 1:6 NLT  And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 
will continue His work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns. 
 
Lesson #3:  God is not finished with people. 
 
Our Mistake: We judge others by how far they have to go, rather than how far 
they have come. 
 
4.  Love People from the Heart.   
 
Php 1:7 NLT  So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you 
have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the 
Good News. 
 
Php 1:8 NLT  God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender 
compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
Rom 5:5 NLT  And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 
dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 
with His love.  
 
Lesson #4: The secret of enjoying the people in my life is to be ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
love. 
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PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
 

Four Keys To Enjoying People 
 
1.  Be Grateful for the __________ in People. 
 
Php 1:3 NLT  Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 
 
Background: Acts 16 
 
Act 16:20-30 NLT  "The whole city is in an uproar because of these Jews!" they shouted 
to the city officials.  "They are teaching customs that are illegal for us Romans to 
practice."  A mob quickly formed against Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered 
them stripped and beaten with wooden rods.  They were severely beaten, and then they 
were thrown into prison. The jailer was ordered to make sure they didn't escape.  So the 
jailer put them into the inner dungeon and clamped their feet in the stocks.  Around 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening.  Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken 
to its foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner 
fell off!  The jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners 
had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself.  But Paul shouted to him, "Stop! Don't 
kill yourself! We are all here!"  The jailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon and fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas.  Then he brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?" 

 
Lesson #1:  Remember the best, and forget the rest. 
 
Php 1:5 NLT  for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about 
Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 
 
2.  _________________________________________________.  
 
Php 1:4 NLT  Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 
 
Lesson #2: The quickest way to change a relationship from bad to good is to start 
_____________________________________________. 
 
 

Php 1:9-11 NLT  I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that 
you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding.  For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives 
until the day of Christ's return.  May you always be filled with the fruit of your 
salvationτthe righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christτfor 
this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 
What to pray for others: Pray they will . . . 
(vs. 9)  Pray that they will grow in love.  
 
(vs. 10a) Pray that they make wise choices. 
 
(vs. 10b) Pray that they will do the right thing. 
 
(vs. 11) tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ 
 
3. ___________________________________________________.  
 
Php 1:6 NLT  And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 
will continue His work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns. 
 
Lesson #3:  ____________________________________________. 
 
Our Mistake: We judge others by how far they have to go, rather than how far 
they have come. 
 
4.  ______________________________________________.   
 
Php 1:7 NLT  So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you 
have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the 
Good News. 
 
Php 1:8 NLT  God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender 
compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
Rom 5:5 NLT  And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 
dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 
with His love.  
 
Lesson #4: The secret of enjoying the people in my life is to be 
__________________________________________. 



 



 


