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In this fall semester, we will look at some very interesting statements that 
Jesus made about himself.  In his day, some called these statements 
ridiculous, or even heresy.  Today, we are looking at a statement that 
Peter made about Jesus, Jesus’ response to it, and what the church 
should look like based on that statement. 
 
Mat 16:13-20 NLT  When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
He asked His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"    
"Well," they replied, "some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and 
others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets."  Then He asked them, 
"But who do you say I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God."  Jesus replied, "You are blessed, 
Simon son of John, because My Father in heaven has revealed this to 
you. You did not learn this from any human being.  Now I say to you that 
you are Peter (which means 'rock'), and upon this rock I will build My 
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.  And I will give you 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted 
in heaven."  Then He sternly warned the disciples not to tell anyone that 
He was the Messiah. 
 
3 Notes About Good Friends 
 
1.   Real friends help when pressure builds. 
 
Mat 16:20 NLT  Then He sternly warned the disciples not to tell anyone 
that He was the Messiah. 
 
2.   Real friends are honest when asked to speak. 
 
Mat 16:13-16 NLT  When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
He asked His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  
"Well," they replied, "some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and 
others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets."  Then He asked them, 
"But who do you say I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
 
3.   Real friends no when to hush, when told. 

Mat 16:20 NLT  Then He sternly warned the disciples not to tell anyone 
that He was the Messiah. 
 

CHURCH—Based on the “Rock” 
 
Acts 2:41-47—Peter preached a sermon based on His previous 
statement. 
 
 
1.   Eternal destinations were changed. 
 
Act 2:41 NLT  Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and 
added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all. 
 
 
2.   Daily practices were changed. 
 
Act 2:42-44 NLT  All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord's 
Supper), and to prayer.  A deep sense of awe came over them all, and 
the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.  And all the 
believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 
 
Together they:   
 
 studied,  
    ate,  
   prayed, 
     worshiped 
 
 
3. Thoughts about possessions were changed. 
 
Act 2:44-47 NLT  And all the believers met together in one place and 
shared everything they had.  They sold their property and possessions 
and shared the money with those in need.  They worshiped together at 
the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared 
their meals with great joy and generosity all the while praising God and 
enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to 
their fellowship those who were being saved. 
 
 
We, like Peter, have to either believe that Jesus said is who he said he 
was, or believe he is a liar. 
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