HOW TO DEVELOP FAITH

Profit From Your Problems

June 07, 2009 FBC Port A

HOW TO PROFIT FROM YOUR PROBLEMS

James 1:2-6 NIV Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and
not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind.

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many
kinds..."

How Can | Be Positive Under Pressure?

I. FOUR "FACTS OF LIFE" YOU NEED TO KNOW (vs. 2-3)
"Consider it pure joy ... because you know ..."

1. PROBLEMS ARE Inevitable.

1

... whenever you face trials ..."

2. PROBLEMS ARE Unpredictable.

... whenever you face trials ..."  "peripipto": fall into

3. PROBLEMS ARE of many Kinds.

1

... trials of many kinds ..."

4. PROBLEMS ARE Purposeful.

[

...the testing of your faith develops perseverance.”

3 PURPOSES OF PROBLEMS (vs.3-4)
e Problems purify my faith

"You know that the testing of your faith..."
Problems fortify my patience.

"... the testing ... develops perseverance..."

e Problems sanctify my character.

"so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything!"

Rom 5:3-5 NIV Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us,
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
whom he has given us.

Rom 8:28-29 NIV And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
[I. HOW TO HANDLE YOUR PROBLEMS (vs. 5-6)

1. REJOICE

"Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials..." (vs. 1)

2. REQUEST

"If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given to him." (vs. 5)

3. RELAX

"But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt ..." (vs.6)
In other words...Trust God........ The result:

James 1:12 NIV Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because

when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has
promised to those who love him.
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