GOD AS HIMSELF

GQOD IS KIND & COMPASSIONATE

April 05, 2009 FBC Port A

Deut 6:4 NIV Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

Today concludes our 8 week series on the characteristics of God. This in
not way means that we have exhausted all there is to know about God.
Our prayer is that these past several weeks have increased your desire to
know more about our wonderful creator. Itis good to know more about
our one God, but our study is more than knowledge. By knowing more
about God, he wants us to be more like Him.

GOD IS KIND & COMPASSIONATE

Rom 2:4-5 NIV Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness,
tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you
toward repentance? But because of your stubbornness and your
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of
God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.

1. The revelation of God’s Kindness.

A. In Nature B. In His Actions (James 1:17)

Psa 86:15 NLT But You, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.

Psa 51:1 NLT Have mercy on me, O God, because of Your unfailing
love. Because of Your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins.

Psa 25:6 NLT Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and unfailing love,
which You have shown from long ages past.

Psa 116:5 NLT How kind the LORD is! How good He is! So merciful, this
God of ours!

Psa 145:17 NLT The LORD is righteous in everything He does; He is
filled with kindness.

2. Theriches of God’s Kindness.

Rom 2:4 NLT Don't you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can't you see that His
kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?

2 Pet 3:9 NLT The Lord isn't really being slow about His promise, as
some people think. No, He is being patient for your sake. He does not
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

3. The reasons for God's Kindness.

Opportunity

Rom 2:5 NLT But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from
your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of
anger is coming, when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.

Option

2 Pet 3:10 NLT But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a
thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything
on it will be found to deserve judgment.

4. The response to God’s Kindness.

Eph 3:18-20 NLT And may you have the power to understand, as all
God's people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His
love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of
life and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able,
through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more
than we might ask or think.

1Jn 3:16-17 NLT We know what real love is because Jesus gave up His
life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and
sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or
sister in need but shows no compassion-how can God's love be in that
person?
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